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Appenzell, Switzerland / Photo courtesy of kuhnmi via Flickr under CC BY 2.0

Is This Good News Really Good News?

 Mark Segal Outspoken
 October 4, 2021


						
																																											The good news is that Switzerland has legalized same sex marriage by a referendum on the voting ballot. The bad news: 46% of those in Switzerland still do not wish to treat their LGBTQ citizens with equality. Yes, we’ve come a long way, but in a country like Switzerland, it’s a surprising outcome.
With that in mind let me ask you another question. If that referendum on whether same-sex marriage should be legal was on a national U. S. voting ballot, what do you think the results would be? We’ve all seen the public opinion polls that show that an overwhelming majority of almost every segment in America supports LGBTQ marriage equality, but we are a little more conservative of a country than Switzerland.

For the sake of being pragmatic, let us say that our numbers would be equal to Switzerland. What that shows is how much work must still be done to educate the public. Let’s not forget that our struggle has always been about education. First we have to distinguish the various camps of people between those who are educable on our issues and those who will simply never support us. When it comes to true homophobes, they are not worth the time or effort.

Then, how do we best educate those who may one day support us? One, through mass communication, and two, simply being visible. Of the two, visibility is the more immediate and local option. That means that you are our best tool for equality. Education is best served when it’s personal. Someone who comes out to family, friends and co-workers allows those close to them to view a member of our community up close, and hopefully any negative stereotypes will soon be dispelled. There used to be a saying in the early days of our struggle: if every LGBTQ person in American came out, there would be no need for a gay rights movement.




Coming out is a personal decision, and I’m not asking every person to do so. But, if you can, and for many I know that is not easy or a possibility, please do so since that simple act will change the views of scores if not hundreds of people you interact with each year.

									

			


			
				TwitterEmail
	
					

				
					
						Previous
						New Supreme Court Session: Religion Dominates					
				

			

							
				
					
						Next
						The Fluidity of Sexuality					
				

			

			

		
Mark Segal




Related Posts
				
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						Mae Cowdery (1909–1953), Harlem Renaissance Era

 Maria Helena Dolan Outspoken
 March 22, 2024
					

				
								
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						A Collection of Crucifixes

 Katie Burkholder Outspoken
 March 22, 2024
					

				
								
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						Come Die With Me

 Cliff Bostock Old Gay Man
 March 8, 2024
					

				
								
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						Art as the Love of Self

 Katie Burkholder Outspoken
 March 8, 2024
					

				
				







			
		
	

	
	
					








		
			








		
Like us on Facebook
			Georgia Voice



		
			








		
			








		
Like Us!
    		   
               

    
Follow Us!

 
                 
	


			

		

			

	


	
		
			
									
						Latest Posts
    
		
    			

                   

                    
                        Meet Shawn Harris, the Democrat Who Seeks to Oust Marjorie Taylor Greene

                         Christopher Kane, Washington Blade courtesy of the National LGBTQ Media Association
  April 4, 2024 12:48 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        How to Spice Up Your Sex Life

                         Bablii
  April 2, 2024 12:10 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Celebrating Trans Day of Visibility with Tori Cooper

                         Adalei Stevens
  April 1, 2024 10:11 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Biden Honors Transgender Day of Visibility

                         Christopher Kane, Washington Blade courtesy of the National LGBTQ Media Association
  March 31, 2024 1:13 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Gallup: LGBTQ Identity at All-time high of 7.6 Percent, 30 Percent of Gen Z Women ID as LGBTQ

                         Victoria A. Brownworth
  March 28, 2024 10:35 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Life as a Queer Muslim

                         Divine Ikpe, with assistance from Katie Burkholder
  March 22, 2024 3:46 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        The Witch of Southern Light Sheds Light on His Spiritual Journey

                         Luke Gardner
  March 22, 2024 3:45 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Renovus: Restoring Faith for LGBTQ Christians in Atlanta

                         Adalei Stevens
  March 22, 2024 3:45 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Atheists and the LGBTQ Community

                         Katie Burkholder
  March 22, 2024 3:45 pm

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Mae Cowdery (1909–1953), Harlem Renaissance Era

                         Maria Helena Dolan
  March 22, 2024 3:45 pm

                    


                    
                


		

    


    		
					

													
							Terms & Conditions
	Privacy policy



					

													
									Get the Georgia Voice in your Inbox


Email *

Constant Contact Use. Please leave this field blank.


By submitting this form, you are consenting to receive marketing emails from: . You can revoke your consent to receive emails at any time by using the SafeUnsubscribe® link, found at the bottom of every email. Emails are serviced by Constant Contact

 

		
					

												
			

		

				





	
		
			
				
										
				

					Home
	News
	Atlanta
	Georgia
	National
	Southeast
	World
	Editorials



	Community
	Outspoken
	Living Skills
	Old Gay Man
	Reeling in the Years
	Sometimes Y
	That’s What She Said
	The French Connection
	The Gayly Dose



	Culture
	Best of Atlanta
	Books
	Film
	Food & Drink
	Outspoken
	She Said
	Sometimes Y
	Theater
	TV



	Organizations
	Arts Organizations
	Business Organizations
	Health Organizations
	Nightlife
	Organizations Outside of Atlanta
	Political Organizations
	Religious Organizations
	Service Organizations
	Sports Organizations
	Transgender Organizations
	Youth and Family Organizations



	Print Edition
	Destination Gay Atlanta
	Distribution



	Business Listings
	About/Contact
	About Us/Contact
	Awards & Information
	Media Kit
		2024 Media Kit
	DGA 2024
	Business Listing







				

			

		

		
	




	
	
		
			
	
	


			
				
					Type to search or hit ESC to close				
			

			
See all results

		

		
				

		
		

	

	




	


    				  



























