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Atlanta Police cement trans policies into department procedures

 Dyana Bagby Atlanta
 November 7, 2014


						
																																											The Atlanta Police Department is soon adding “transgender interactions” to its Standard Operating Procedure that will hold officers accountable when they are working with trans or gender nonconforming people.

The policies go into effect Nov. 30 and are an extension of the LGBT diversity training that has been taking place at the APD for three years, said LGBT liaison and Senior Patrol Officer Brian Sharp.

“We already have these policies as best practices. Before [Nov. 30] these were taught what officers should do, now it’s part of the SOP and it what officers shall do. We moved these practices from being a good idea to what you have to do,” Sharp explained. And, should an officer violate any of the trans SOP, they will be disciplined, he added.

“This puts our disciplinary process behind what we’ve been training. It holds the officers accountable,” he said.

The Atlanta Police trans SOP includes:

• Verbal communication — [E]mployees will treat transgender, intersex and gender nonconforming individuals in a manner appropriate to the individual’s gender identity, which may be different than the sex that the individual was assigned at birth or listed on their official government-issued identification.

• Employees should use pronouns that match the gender identity of the individual (e.g. “she, her, hers” for an individual whose gender identity is female; “he, him, his” for an individual whose gender identity is male.

• When requested, employees should address transgender, intersex and gender non- conforming people by their chosen name rather than the name which is on their government-issued identification.

The SOP also includes how officers must deal with issues including removal of wigs, prosthetics and clothes.

Included in the SOP are definitions of “sex assigned at birth,” “gender expression” and “gender identity.”

“This is all training we’ve already been doing,” Sharp said. “This SOP brings it to life. We’ve been doing an LGBT diversity piece in training and a large bulk of that is spent on transgender interactions. This includes how we do interviews, handle traffic stops.”

Sharp said he worked with local transgender activists and also did trainings with the Department of Justice to ensure the trans SOP is fair, accurate and ensures LGBT people are treated with dignity.

“Transgender people are the most marginalized people within the LGBT community and we are about giving them the respect and dignity they deserve,” he said.

In East Point last month, police officers were accused by a trans man of calling him “it” and “thing” and threatening him with a genital search after an officer who stopped him for speeding became confused because the trans man’s birth name did not match how he presented.

“I think it’s important to avoid those situations before they happen,” Sharp said, adding he was not aware of what happened in East Point.

Officers do need education, however, and the tools necessary to ensure they treat all people fairly, he added.

“We are committed to do this as a police department,” he said.

More trans SOP includes:

• Regardless of the individual’s public appearance, classify an individual’s gender identity in accordance with statements or requests made by the individual. For example, an employee will correct his or her initial assumption about an individual’s gender identity if the individual asks the employee to use different pronouns.

• Employees searching or arresting a transgender, intersex or gender nonconforming individual, or performing similar official actions or duties (excluding preparation of written documents) in connection with a transgender, intersex or gender non- conforming individual, shall deem the individual’s gender to be male or female based upon the individual’s gender identity.

• Employees making transport decisions regarding a transgender, intersex or gender nonconforming individual shall deem the individual’s gender to be male or female based upon the individual’s gender identity.

“This important policy is a formal recognition that this community will be entitled to the same level of respect, courtesy and professionalism extended to all citizens with whom our officers interact,” APD Chief George Turner said in a press release. “We live in a diverse, major metropolitan city and our pol- icies must reflect the need to embrace, and work cooperatively with, every citizen we serve within that broad community.”

“The adoption of this policy is another step forward in our efforts to celebrate diversity,” said Mayor Kasim Reed in the press release. “I commend the Atlanta Police Department for their commitment to equal and respectful treatment of Atlanta’s trans- gender, intersex, and gender non-conforming individuals, citizens and visitors.”

An incident earlier this year on a MARTA train where two transgender women were assaulted by several men brought back to the forefront the issue of violence against the trans community and police response to it. The women criticized MARTA police in this instance, but the incident brought up a broader discussion about any police department interactions with the trans community. Two town hall discussions were later held about the incident.

The Atlanta-based, trans-led Solutions Not Punishment Coalition (SNaP) released a “Ride With Respect” video afterwards, in which trans activist Everette Thompson alleges the Atlanta police have a “culture of disrespecting trans people. They harass us, they profile us.”

									

			


			
				 apdatlantabrian sharpChief George Turnerkasim reedPoliceSNaP CoSOPtrangender
TwitterEmail
	
					

				
					
						Previous
						Guest editorial: Ten years after Georgia’s gay marriage amendment					
				

			

							
				
					
						Next
						Daniel Pierce now helping LGBT homeless youth after viral video					
				

			

			

		
Dyana Bagby




Related Posts
				
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						FOLX Health Runs Billboard Reading “Protect Trans Youth” in Atlanta

 Olivia Martin Community
 July 22, 2021
					

				
								
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						Martin Padgett Discusses Gay Atlanta History and New Book in Upcoming Virtual Event

 Georgia Voice Community
 June 3, 2021
					

				
								
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						Mayor Bottoms Not Up for Reelection

 Conswella Bennett Atlanta
 May 20, 2021
					

				
								
								
				[image: ]


[image: ]
			
		

								
						IGLTA Global Convention Coming to Atlanta This Fall

 Georgia Voice Atlanta
 April 2, 2021
					

				
				







			
		
	

	
	
					








		
			








		
Like us on Facebook
			Georgia Voice



		
			








		
			








		
Like Us!
    		   
               

    
Follow Us!

 
                 
	


			

		

			

	


	
		
			
									
						Latest Posts
    
		
    			

                   

                    
                        Atlanta Homelessness Update

                         Adalei Stevens
  April 6, 2024 11:08 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        The Crazy Gardener

                         Melissa Carter
  April 6, 2024 11:08 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Out Julio Torres Stars in ‘Problemista,’ Goran Stolevski Returns with Glorious ‘Housekeeping for Beginners’

                         Jim Farmer
  April 6, 2024 11:08 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        April Best Bets

                         Jim Farmer
  April 6, 2024 11:08 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        In with the Old, Out with the New

                         Divine Ikpe
  April 6, 2024 11:07 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Tiptoe Through the Tulips on the Way to Nothingness

                         Cliff Bostock
  April 6, 2024 11:07 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        LGBTQ Nightlife Forecast: April 5-19

                         Katie Burkholder
  April 6, 2024 11:06 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Pieces to Elevate Your Home

                         Katie Burkholder
  April 6, 2024 11:01 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Apartment Refresh Tips

                         Katie Burkholder
  April 6, 2024 10:59 am

                    


                    
                
	

                   

                    
                        Nourish Botanica: The Healing Backyard

                         Katie Burkholder
  April 6, 2024 10:58 am

                    


                    
                


		

    


    		
					

													
							Terms & Conditions
	Privacy policy



					

													
									Get the Georgia Voice in your Inbox


Email *

Constant Contact Use. Please leave this field blank.


By submitting this form, you are consenting to receive marketing emails from: . You can revoke your consent to receive emails at any time by using the SafeUnsubscribe® link, found at the bottom of every email. Emails are serviced by Constant Contact

 

		
					

												
			

		

				





	
		
			
				
										
				

					Home
	News
	Atlanta
	Georgia
	National
	Southeast
	World
	Editorials



	Community
	Outspoken
	Living Skills
	Old Gay Man
	Reeling in the Years
	Sometimes Y
	That’s What She Said
	The French Connection
	The Gayly Dose



	Culture
	Best of Atlanta
	Books
	Film
	Food & Drink
	Outspoken
	She Said
	Sometimes Y
	Theater
	TV



	Organizations
	Arts Organizations
	Business Organizations
	Health Organizations
	Nightlife
	Organizations Outside of Atlanta
	Political Organizations
	Religious Organizations
	Service Organizations
	Sports Organizations
	Transgender Organizations
	Youth and Family Organizations



	Print Edition
	Destination Gay Atlanta
	Distribution



	Business Listings
	About/Contact
	About Us/Contact
	Awards & Information
	Media Kit
		2024 Media Kit
	DGA 2024
	Business Listing







				

			

		

		
	




	
	
		
			
	
	


			
				
					Type to search or hit ESC to close				
			

			
See all results

		

		
				

		
		

	

	




	


    				  



























